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Thus we see by M. Damian’s experiments that the 
heart’s action is stimulated, the circulation improved, the 
temperature augmented, and the excretions increased. 
Further than this he.has not yet demonstrated; but he 
believes that there are other effects which are as yet unde- 
monstrable. A moral or psychic effect is universally con¬ 
ceded; but the above experiments have clearly proven that 
the influence of static electricity does not end there, as 
many are disposed to claim. 


FRANKLINIZATION IN MENTAL DISEASES. 

From the time of Professor Jallabert, of Geneva, in 
1747-48, Maudyt in 1784, Perfect in 1740-89, but little use 
was made of the franklinic current until the grand reform 
of Pinel and Esquirol. Esquirol, in connection with Al- 
dini, the nephew of Galvani, reported cases of cure by static 
electricity, and a series of experiments made upon a num¬ 
ber of insane women at Salpetriere in 1823-24. 

Since then, and until late years, this method of treat¬ 
ment has been abandoned, largely, no doubt, because of the 
inefficiency of the machines provided for the development 
of this form of electricity. 

In 1877, however, Charcot organized the methodical 
treatment of the patients in Salpetriere by static electricity. 
And to-day the method comprises a number of partisans, 
and is taught in Russia, Germany and America. 

On the 7th of August, 1891, Dr. Paul Ladame, of Geneva, 
read a paper on the use of static electricity in the treat¬ 
ment of mental diseases before the Congress of French 
Alienists at Lyons, France. 

This paper appears in full in the “ Bulletin de la Societe 
de Medicine Mentale de Belgique ” for September, 1891. 

From it we glean the following thoughts and cases : 

Dr. Ladame began using static electricity in the treat¬ 
ment of his patients at Geneva, after having studied its use 
and effects at Salpetriere. His object, he says, in pre¬ 
senting the subject is to encourage the adoption in asylums 
of a therapeutic agent which is not only of great value, but 
very simple. 

Conditions of psychic depression, hypochondria, and 
melancholia, with insomnia, seemed from the first to clearly 
indicate the necessity for treatment with static electricity. 

Under this head he reports the following case, a lady, 
ret. forty-two, became the subject of melancholia under 
great grief: 
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She either slept not at all or with horrible dreams. 
There were no hallucinations of the senses; she was not 
hysterical, nor were there evidences of nervous trouble 
previous to her sorrow. She took but little food, often re¬ 
fusing all nourishment, and was rapidly becoming ema¬ 
ciated. She complained of praecordial misery, and suffered 
constantly from violent headaches. Her hair fell out 
badly. She refused to be taken care of, but did submit to 
static electricity, showing, however, much discouragement. 
Daily seances, lasting five minutes each, were given in 
the form of electro-static baths and light breeze in the form 
of a douche on the head and prmcordial region. 

After twelve seances a considerable degree of improve¬ 
ment was manifested. Sleep was restored, the hair ceased 
to fall out, the appetite slightly increased, and she came 
for her electricity without resistance. 

The treatment was continued six weeks, when the cure 
was accomplished. 

Menstruation, which was suspended during the melan¬ 
cholia, returned and became regular during, or as a result 
of, the treatment. This is a result which was noticed by 
several writers in the last century, and is one which Dr. 
Ladame says he had often noticed. 

In the case of a man, of seventy-five years, the subject 
of melancholic anxieuse , treatment by static electricity was 
followed by a very great amelioration in the patient’s con¬ 
dition. In such a case sparks should not be used, nor any 
treatment which acts suddenly or abruptly and disturbs the 
patient. The applications should be gradual, and due atten¬ 
tion paid to the fear and apprehension shown by the patient. 
Care and discrimination should always be exercised. 

The electrical treatment is generally believed to be a 
stimulant to the nervous system, but in melancholic anxieuse 
it may be noticed that the electro-static bath and breeze 
are soothing to the patient. When a sedative influence is 
desired, avoid shocks. In such cases the bath is better than 
the sparks, and should be given moderately at first and in 
short seances. Study your patient and learn to know his 
psychical impressions. 

In psychiatry, the minutest detail in the application of 
a therapeutic method may be of extreme importance in its 
effects. 

In melancholia, with apathy, a more stimulating treat¬ 
ment is necessary. The cases reported by Dr. Ladame are 
light ones, he having had no others under care, but in these 
cases he is of the opinion that the spark would be efficacious. 
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Dr. Mossdorf, of Dresden, he says, reports great im¬ 
provement in a case of melancholia, with stupor, under the 
influence of static electricity, combined with galvanization. 

Dr. Ladame has successfully treated cases of depression, 
with ideas of suicide, strange sensations in the head, neu¬ 
ralgias, paraesthesias, hypermsthesias, not clearly located 
by franklinization, beginning with the simple electro-static 
bath, and using successively the breeze, light sparks, fric¬ 
tion, and finally energetic sparks, with metallic balls of 
divers diameters. 

Franklinization he regards as a tonic particularly effi¬ 
cacious in asthenic psychoses, and especially those devel¬ 
oped after acute illness and in neurasthenic conditions from 
overwork of all kinds. ’ 

But there are other circumstances under which he finds 
it useful, he says, and reports a case of folie circulaire, over 
forty years of age, who every year, for twenty years, had 
had four months of excitement and eight months of de¬ 
pression. 

After having treatment with static electricity, she was 
better, and asked of her own accord for a calming seance 
when excited and sparks to the spine when depressed. 
The relief was always sure. All kinds of treatment had 
been tried before. She was not cured, but improved, and 
had taken courage because of her improvement, bearing 
the changes from one condition to the other with fortitude. 

Dr. Ladame did not conclude from this that folie cir- 
culaire was curable, but thought it worth while to mention 
this persistent improvement. Chronic systematized deli¬ 
rium, with hallucinations of the senses, did not seem to be 
influenced by electricity. 

The following case is reported as illustrative: 

Coachman, aet. thirty-four; had suffered for twelve years 
with the delirium of persecutions, with hallucinations of 
the senses, especially of hearing; sometimes hallucinations 
of sight, taste and smell were present; also sensations re¬ 
ferred to the genital organs, which he thinks were caused 
by his persecutors. He was in the habit of addressing pe¬ 
titions to all in authority, headed “ A Demand for Justice.” 

In the first static seance, the bath was given. To this 
the patient had all manner of objections. “ Would not 
electricity excite his persecutors ?” “ No; it will paralyze 

them,” answered the doctor, “ and strengthen him.” 

All objections and contrary suggestions which patients 
will not fail to formulate should be disputed by the doctor, 
for auto-suggestion in psychiatry is the enemy. 
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The drawbacks to the electrical treatment in the above 
case were recognized. He again objected. “ Would the 
electricity strengthen his friends?” He heard friendly 
voices encouraging and defending him. He was afraid his 
friends would get the better of his enemies, and really did 
not care to have any one meddle with his affairs, even for 
his welfare. 

After a few treatments he admitted improvement, but 
thought the treatment should be kept up constantly to keep 
his persecutors away. They have not hurt him since treat¬ 
ment began, but he hears them talk. As the quantity was 
increased he exclaimed, “ The whole gang are running 
away laughing—they are not afraid of electricity.” 

After two weeks of treatment there was great improve¬ 
ment—no more persecutions, and he began to see the situ¬ 
ation more clearly. 

He lost confidence, however, after a time, and refused 
to continue the treatment. For twelve days there was no 
seance, when he returned, feeling worse, and said that the 
nightly persecutions had begun again. He was then 
treated with sparks to the back and limbs, and breeze to 
the head. Treatment was continued for six weeks, with 
great improvement. The nights were calmer. The hallu¬ 
cinations of hearing did not stop, however. The improve¬ 
ment in this case seemed to be due largely to a temporary 
suspension of the habit of masturbation, which the patient 
ascribed to assaults from his persecutors. 

A woman, ret. forty-eight, who had been a patient in an 
asylum for six months, when thirty-five years of age, de¬ 
veloped melancholia, with suicidal ideas. Every spring, 
for two or three years, she had suffered from mental excite¬ 
ment, with religious preoccupation. There was inherited 
taint, several persons among her ancestors and collaterals 
having been insane. She did not sleep. Had plans for the 
evangelization of the world. God called her to a great 
destiny, and she must spread the gospel. Being an intelli¬ 
gent woman she hid her plans, and it was impossible to tell 
whether her hallucinations of hearing were true or feigned. 

Static electricity was administered for six weeks, fol¬ 
lowed by considerable improvement. She slept and ate 
well. She then went to some baths and remained a whole 
year without bad symptoms. The trouble returned, how¬ 
ever, in the following spring, and she had to be placed in 
an asylum. 

“I could still,” says Dr. Ladame, “ give many other obser¬ 
vations in which franklinization has brought relief, if not cure. 
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“ Jc citcrai spccialemait encore les obsessions pathologiqnes , 
le delire de toucher et la folic du doute , ainsi gue bien d’autres 
formes de la folic dcs dcgenercs. Les obsessions ne sont pas 
modifiees par le traitcment , il est vrai, metis le maladc se fortifie 
contrc elles et les supportc illicit xf 

When hysteria or neurasthenia are the causes of psychi¬ 
cal trouble, electro-static treatment has great advantages, 
and it is in those cases that franklinization gives the best 
results. Constipation, so frequent with the insane, can be 
successfully treated by static electricity. This function of 
the bowels can be regulated, especially in the hypochon¬ 
driac, by discharging every day, for a few moments, a great 
number of sparks on the abdominal parietes. Professor 
Pierret is quoted by Dr. Ladame as follows: “ There is a 
trilogy in the debut of every case of insanity, headache, 
insomnia, and constipation.” If the proper method of frank¬ 
linization is found that best suits each particular case, static 
electricity will prove efficacious in each of these symptoms. 

Dr. Ladame concludes that in franklinization we have 
an agent possessing real advantages over other therapeutic 
methods in many cases, but especially in the asthenic and 
depressed form of psychoses. 

It is sometimes preferable to other forms of electrization 
and to hydrotherapeutic applications, and it always takes 
their place. In some cases it will doubtless be of more use 
if combined with other methods. 

It is to be regetted that Dr. Ladame has not given in 
his report the insulation used, whether positive or negative. 
With positive insulation the application of static electricity 
is stimulating; with the negative, depressing. 

The question arises whether the relief from constipation 
was due to the discharge of sparks upon the abdominal 
parietes or to the spinal treatment common in all of these 
cases, in which the lumbar and sacral plexus of nerves were 
stimulated by the static sparks. 

The apparently contradictory statements that elec¬ 
tricity acts as a stimulant to the nervous system and yet 
has a soothing effect, as in the case of melancholic anxieuse, 
are capable of satisfactory explanation. 

Under the influence of the franklinic current, as has 
been demonstrated by Damian, the heart's action is stimu¬ 
lated, the circulation, therefore, improved, the temperature 
augmented, and the excretion of urea increased; in a word, 
the processes of oxidation are furthered. The activity of 
the skin is also increased, and the bowels stimulated to 
better and more frequent action. 
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It is absolutely impossible for these conditions to be set 
up in the asthenic and depressed forms of psychoses with- 
outadding materially to the well-being of such patients,and 
relieving, for the time at least, the sense of mental anxiety 
and depression from which they suffer. Successive reliefs 
following successive franklinizations must do much toward 
establishing the physical and mental health. Had the 
treatment in Dr. Ladame’s cases been carried on in a well- 
organized hospital or asylum, it is quite probable that his 
results might have been even more satisfactory, as no class 
of patients are so difficult to treat in private practice as the 
insane. It is to be hoped that this report of Dr. Ladame's 
will stimulate further effort in this direction. 

We recall hundreds of patients in the various stages of 
dementia, with impaired circulation, cold extremities, in¬ 
active skins, constipated bowels; in fact, with imperfect 
oxidations, whose physical condition at least would have 
been ameliorated by means of static electricity. 

And the question naturally arises whether the processes 
of degeneration might not be arrested under the influence 
of improved nutrition and more perfect oxidation ? And 
if no other result is obtained, the physical condition of 
the patient would be improved, and their existence made 
more tolerable. In the functional insanities, as the melan¬ 
cholias, much more is to be hoped for than simple ameli¬ 
oration. 

That the galvanic and faradic currents are not used in 
hospitals for the insane we can readily understand, and 
much more readily excuse, because of the extreme difficulty 
of application in insane patients, as well as the amount of 
time it would require. 

With static electricity the same objections do not obtain. 
It is easy of application, and to patients of the character 
suggested its administration would not be difficult. It is 
certainly to be hoped that the value of this form of 
energy will be considered by those in charge of hospitals 
and asylums for the insane, and that at no distant day it 
will be used intelligently in them. 

So far as we know at this writing no public asylum or 
hospital for the insane in the United States is so equipped, 
but we are glad to note, in this connection, that the new' 
State Hospital for the Insane in Minnesota is just about pro¬ 
viding a static machine, as one of the therapeutic measures 
to be used. 

We shall watch with interest for reports from time to 
time of their experience with it, and the results obtained. 



